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Warren Lazar and Mary 
Robare were named 
2014 Town of Oro Valley 
Volunteers of the Year 
at the Town’s annual 
Volunteer Reception, held 
December 11, 2014, at the 
Hilton El Conquistador 
Golf and Tennis Resort. 

Lazar and Robare are among the 325+ volunteers who donate an estimated 35,000 hours of their time each year 
to Town programs, departments and events. Award nominees also included Lee Craig, Larry Forchione, Ellen 
Guyer, John Lowe and Carolyn Milkey.

Warren Lazar has been a champion of Oro Valley, even before the Town was incorporated in 
1974. An original board member of the Greater Oro Valley Arts Council, he has continued 
his support of the arts as the group evolved into the Southern Arizona Arts & Cultural 
Alliance. Warren is currently serving as president and publicity chair of the Oro Valley 
Historical Society, of which he is a lifetime member. He has lent his extensive talent and 
expertise to the many special events at Steam Pump Ranch and also serves on the Steam 
Pump Ranch Master Plan Update Committee and Oro Valley Historical Society liaison to the 
Town’s Historical Preservation Commission.

Mary Robare has been volunteering with the Oro Valley Police Department’s Citizen 
Volunteer Assistants Program (CVAP) since 1999 and has accrued more than 3,000 hours of 
service. During those 3,000 hours, she has been involved in every aspect of CVAP, including 
weekly rotations at the North Substation front desk, filling out Dark House paperwork, and  
assisting crime prevention officers with community events such as Dispose-A-Med, Child ID 
and the Video ID program. Mary has served as a team leader on the CVAP Board, and she 
has been one of the pioneers of the Community Resource Unity in its early years, helping to 
build the volunteer base.

OV honors 2014 Volunteers of the Year

Photo banner captions, left to right: Naranja Park, 
Warren Lazar and Mary Robare at the Town’s 
annual Volunteer Reception, Savaya Coffee 
Market at Steam Pump Ranch.
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As part of the Your Voice, Our Future project, three resident committees have been working hard to take your 
vision and guiding principles and help to make them a reality. They are shaping goals, policies and actions 
for a draft plan of action that reflects the community’s voice. The committees are: Environment Committee, 
Community Committee and Development Committee. 

You can track the committees’ progress, join the community conversation and comment on the latest versions 
of the committee work on YourVoiceOV.com. All meetings are open to the public. Contact project staff at 
YourVoiceOV@orovalleyaz.gov. 

They’re underway! Your Voice 
Committees are charting a course!
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In this edition, you’ll be ready for 
the summer heat with spring time 
yard planning and activities that 
save you water and money.  Also, 
find out whether hand washing 
dishes really saves you water, and 
go green with paperless e-bills!

See Water Ways at www.
orovalleyaz.gov/town/
departments/water-utility 

Don’t miss the spring edition of 
the Water Ways newsletter!

Business Spotlight: 
Savaya Coffee Market 
at Steam Pump Village 

Settlers’ Day Festival  
at Steam Pump Ranch

Oro Valley Meet 
Yourself

Naranja Park Ribbon Cutting
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Go Green with Paperless Bills! 
Did you know that Oro Valley Water Utility 
offers paperless bills or E-bills? Using 

today’s technology to conduct business is 
environmentally friendly, efficient and reduces costs 
associated with postage, pre-printed forms and 
envelopes. Once enrolled in the program, you will 
receive a monthly email notification alerting you that your 
E-bill is available for viewing. The E-bill will tell you the 
bill amount and due date of your water bill. This E-bill will 
also have a link to the Water-on-the-Web site where you 
can view your current water bill and pay it on-line if you 
choose.  
 
Say YES to paperless! Register for E-bills on the 
following web site www.orovalleyaz.gov. Under Town 
Government scroll down and select Water Utility. Once 
on the Water Utility portion of the web site, click on E-bill 
Registration and follow the instructions. Registration 
must be completed on-line. Please allow approximately 
1 month to begin receiving your E-bill. When you 
become an E-bill customer, you will no longer receive a 
paper bill. Should you want a copy for your records, you 
may print it from the web site. You may continue to pay 
your water bill as you currently do or you may opt to pay 
on-line or through an automated payment program. If 
you have questions regarding E-bills, please contact the  
Customer Service Department, Monday through Friday, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. at (520) 229-5000. 
 

Hand Washing Dishes is More Water 

Efficient, Right? 
The amount of water we use inside our home is 

dependent upon many things. User behavior, family size  
and the efficiency of appliances 
all play a role in how and where 
we use most of our water. The 
dishwasher is one of those 
appliances where efficiency is 
often questioned related to run 
time and whether it’s better to 
hand wash dishes. If your dishwasher was purchased 
prior to 1994, it may be worth looking into the new more 
efficient models.  Models prior to 1994 may use 10 
gallons or more per load as compared to the new 
models that may use 4 gallons per load. Of course this 
all depends on the model and age of the machine. 
However, if you use 5 gallons rinsing the dishes before 
they even make it into the dishwasher you can see how 
both scenarios may use more water than you anticipate. 
Hand washing dishes may or may not save you water 
depending on your methods. Next time you hand wash 

dishes, try using basins to catch the rinse water/wash 
water so you can see how much you really use.  
Don’t forget to include the water you may waste waiting 
for the water to get hot. For more information on energy 
and water efficient technologies visit the Arizona 
Department of Water Resources ADWR - Statewide 
Planning / Conservation / Technologies. 

 

  Water Saving Activities for Spring 
 

 Run your irrigation system manually and check that 
all emitters are in place and there are no obvious leaks 
in the system in your yard. Let your neighbors know if 
they have leaks in their irrigation system.   

  
 Check pool and fountain 
auto-fills to make sure they 
are working properly. 
Freezing temperatures can 
cause these devices to crack 
and because they are typically 
hidden they are one of those “out of sight, out of mind” 
situations. Also check pool pumps and filters for leaks. 
Talk to a local pool service or your pool service 
company for information on pool maintenance.    

 
 If you are planning to plant this 
spring, choose low water use plants. 
Only provide the plants the water 
they need. There are many plant 
varieties that fall within the 
xeriscape principles. Check out 
Landscape Plants for the Arizona 
Desert Online! Plant Search. This 
site from Arizona Municipal Water 
Users Association has lots of great 

information. This book is also available in our office 
along with other conservation information.  

 
 Any time is a great time to take a look at your water 
meter and make sure you don’t have any leaks. Find 
out how to read your meter and check for leaks with 
our High Water Use Action Plan. This pamphlet is 
also available in our office. 

 
 Thinking about rainwater harvesting this year? There 
are several local resources to learn more about the 
process and products available. These are just a few. 
Visit www.harvestingrainwater.com or 
www.watershedmg.org for more information. 

 
 

Nearly 500 years of coffee tradition has found its new home in Oro Valley! 
Burc Maruflu, coffee roaster and owner of Savaya Coffee Market, offers his 
family’s rich Turkish heritage of finely-procured and locally-roasted coffees 
that incite your senses one sip at a time. His coffee lineage is reflected in 
the selected organic coffees, teas and pastries that are offered at each of his 
coffee shops. Indulge your coffee ritual at the new Oro Valley Savaya Coffee. 

Join Oro Valley Mayor and Council in celebration 
of the new multi-purpose fields at Naranja Park! 
The ceremony will include sport demonstrations, 
games, dog agility demonstrations, pet 
adoptions, food and vendors.

APR. 11

MAR. 21 - 22

MAR. 14

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at Steam Pump Ranch, 10901 N. Oracle Rd.
For more information, visit: www.orovalleyaz.gov/parksandrec

9 a.m. at Naranja Park Multisport Fields, 660 W. Naranja Dr.
For more information, visit: www.orovalleyaz.gov/parksandrec

Savaya Coffee Market 
11177 N. Oracle Road, Oro Valley, 85737 

520-447-5713 | Hours: 7 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Starts at 10 a.m. on Sat., March 21, and Sun., March 22 
For more information, visit: www.orovalleymeetyourself.org
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