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STANDARD OPERATING POLICY AND PROCEDURE 

BUILDING SAFETY DEPARTMENT 
 

Number: 

7-1 

Subject:      Grounding Electrode System (UFER) Approval Date: 

May 17, 2007 

Approval:    Suzanne Smith, Building Official Effective Date: 

May 17, 2007 
 
1.0 PURPOSE 

Provides an installation method utilizing a UFER grounding electrode system.   
 

2.0 DISTRIBUTION 
Public, Building Safety personnel 
 

3.0 REVISION HISTORY 
 
 

4.0 CODE REFERENCE 
IRC 2006, Section 3508.1.2 
NEC 2005 250.50 
 

5.0 POLICY 
When a UFER is used the typical installation requires that a copper conductor be attached to a 20 
foot section of reinforcing steel located in the foundation.  Due to the amount of copper theft and 
the potential for damaging the grounding conductor; the following method of installation may be 
used: 
 

The 20 foot section of #4 rebar may be bent up out of the foundation with the end of the 
bar terminating 3 to 6 inches above the foundation.  The grounding conductor is then 
secured behind the acorn fitting with a listed clamp and extended to the service when it is 
installed.  The connection shall be readily accessible through a minimum 2” X 4” covered 
mud ring.  


