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Major decisions made at each Historic 
Preservation Commission meeting: 

September 2014 – June 2015 



Oro Valley Historic Preservation Commission Highlights, Decisions Made, Special 

Projects from September 2014 through June 2015 

September 8, 2014 

‐Parks and Recreation Director Kristy Diaz‐Trahan reported the Town was awarded $10,000. for 

a SHPO grant for a Steam Pump Ranch building condition assessment. 

‐Chair Guyer explained the City of Mesa’s annual historic writing contest. Commissioner Lane 

will investigate for the Commission. 

‐Vice‐Chair Stranskov will be the liason to the Oro Valley Historical Society. 

‐Motion made by Commissioner Lane to recommend preservation of the Steam Pump Ranch 

pump house using allocated monies of $125,000. to halt deterioration. Motion made by 

Commissioner Thomae to amend this motion to specify the monies allocated are for a 

protective cover. Amended motion carried 5‐0.   

October 13, 2014 

‐Introduction of new Commission member Jenni Sunshine. 

‐Commissioner Thomae suggested a separate web page for the Historic Preservation 

Commission. Chair Guyer suggested all Commissioners provide input to commissioner Thomae 

for a presentation at the January 15, 2015 meeting.  

‐Ms. Lynanne Dellerman is arranging a tour of historic places in Oro Valley for the Historic 

Preservation Commission.  

‐Pima County Cultural Resources manager Linda Mayro will be invited to a HPC meeting to 

discuss the Steam Pump Ranch preservation easement with Pima County.  

November 3, 2014 

‐Discussion by Commissioners, guided by Parks and Recreation director Kristy Diaz‐Trahan, on 

the budget process for general fund requests and capitol improvement projects. The 

Commission listed funding needs for the Steam Pump Ranch pump house once the protective 

structure is installed.  



‐Commissioner Lane obtained the historic fiction writing contest information from the city of 

Mesa. She suggested the contest be part of Amphitheatre School District’s curriculum for 4th 

graders. 

‐Ms. Dellerman distributed the updated Cultural and Historic Resources brochure, which had 

input from the Commission.  

December 1, 2014 

‐Presentation by John Ravesloot, PhD, and Pat Spoerl, PhD, on historically significant residences 

and neighborhoods in Oro Valley.  A review of the history of Oro Valley and how residences and 

neighborhoods qualify as historically significant was also reviewed. 

‐ Presentation by Oro Valley Historical Society President Warren Lazar regarding the 

accomplishments, goals and partnerships of the society. 

‐Commissioners reviewed the Your Voice, Our Future document with Chair Guyer and provided 

feedback she will share with the Your Voice, Our Future Environment committee. 

January 5, 2015 

‐Motion made by Commissioner Lane to re‐elect Chair Guyer for the following year.  

‐Motion made by Vice‐Chair Stranskov to nominate Marilyn Lane as Vice‐Chair of the 

Commission for the following year. Both motions carried 6‐0. 

‐Pima County office of Sustainability and Conservation director Linda Mayro presented on the 

following; 2004 bond of acquisition and rehabilitation of Steam Pump Ranch, Steam Pump 

Ranch and Honey Bee Village not zoned as historic, Secretary of the Interior standards apply to 

Steam Pump Ranch. 

‐Oro Valley Planning manager/Planning and Zoning administrator Bayer Vella gave a 

presentation on Honey Bee Preserve regarding a possible purchase by a residential developer 

of land near the Preserve. Discussion followed regarding a museum for artifacts and visitors 

center, required open space, required public access tied to the 2015 bond election designating 

Honey Bee Village as an archeological park. 

‐Commissioner Thomae distributed a document he created listing grant opportunities and 

resources.  



February 2, 2015 

‐Discussion of expectations for the Cultural Resources webpage within the town of Oro Valley’s 

website. Discussion of information to be included on the webpage followed. 

‐Discussion of the Steam Pump Ranch condition assessment report, led by parks manager 

James Gardner. He discussed water abatement, rodent control, stabilization of buildings, 

funding options and solutions for stabilization.  

‐Motion was made by Chair Guyer to strongly endorse the items related to stabilization 

requests included in the assessment report. Motion carried 6‐0. 

‐Vice‐Chair Lane reported writing contest brochures had been distributed to 4th grade teachers 

in the Amphitheatre School District.  

‐Commissioner Trail will research the Historic Preservation Commission Speaker’s Bureau. She 

distributed a report listing preliminary topics to include; the role of the HPC , how to nominate 

a property for historic recognition, cultural and historical resources in Oro Valley and historical 

stories of Oro Valley.  Possible speakers and funding sources were discussed. 

‐Oro Valley Multimodal Planner and grant writer Nancy Ellis discussed grant opportunities. 

Many grants require matching funds in cash. 

March 2, 2015 

‐Poster Frost Mirto Architect Corky Poster gave a presentation, discussing work on the Steam 

Pump Ranch Master Plan and the Pump House protective structure.  

Motion made by Commissioner Strandskov to accept the Steam Pump Ranch pump house 

stabilization proposal, including the proposed “ghost” cover. 

Motion made by Commissioner Thomae to amend the above motion to reflect the Historic 

Preservation Commission’s preference for reinstallation of the original tin roofing. 

Motion carried 6‐0. 

‐Oro Valley senior Planner Michael Spaeth explained the backround for a proposal for public 

access and parking at Honey Bee Preserve. 



‐ WLB Group Senior Project Manager Paul Oland (the applicant) discussed residential 

development with a commercial element and archaeological display area. 

Justin Smith with Mattamy Homes discussed the parcel purchase. 

The Commission expressed concern about the CC&R language pertaining to stewardship of the 

preserve, as residents cannot make changes within the preserve. Other concerns were; 

residential vs. commercial use, ample parking, commercial placement, separate preserve entry 

and buffer walls. 

‐Ms. Dellerman discussed additional pit houses at the Steam Pump Ranch historic garden and 

reviewed information regarding the Hands‐On program by Archaeology SouthWest. 

‐Commissioner Trail estimated the start‐up cost of the Historic Preservation Commission’s 

Speaker’s Bureau at $5000. Grant writer Nancy Ellis had explained that many grant programs 

are a 1:1 match. 

April 6, 2015 

‐Commissioner Thomae gave a Virtual Driving Tour of historically significant 

properties/structures in Oro Valley. 

‐Discussion of the number of pit houses to be constructed at the Steam Pump ranch historic 

garden site. Wording of the agreement with Archaeology South West to be clarified, and 

concerns about the pit houses to be conveyed to them by Kristy Diaz‐Trahan. Action to be taken 

at the May Commission meeting. 

‐Results of the writing contest were discussed. Awards will be presented at the Settler’s Day 

event. Discussion followed regarding where and how the essays will be displayed. Next year 

only one topic will be offered, and the scoring system will change. 

‐Parks and Recreation Director Kristy Diaz‐Trahan reported that the stabilization work has been 

done on the Steam Pump Ranch pump house. Construction permitting has been submitted. 

Structure completion anticipated by the end of the fiscal year. 

May 4, 2015 

‐ New Commission member Dan Huff was introduced. 

‐ ‐The Historic Preservation code was reviewed, with Commissioners assigned to specific 

sections.  

‐ Kristy Diaz‐Trahan presented the Steam Pump Ranch Programming and Circulation 

Update. After discussion, it was was approved by the Commission. Motion carried 7‐0. 

‐ ‐Discussion of the Steam Pump Ranch Historic Garden and additional pit houses. 



‐ Motion was made to allow no more than three pit houses at one time on the historic 

garden site. 

‐ Motion carried 4‐3. 

‐ ‐Commissioner Trail reported that research continues on the Speaker’s Bureau and 

grant opportunities. 

‐ ‐Kristy Diaz‐Trahan reported that $425,000 new dollars  for recommended Steam Pump 

Ranch stabilization, water flow and landscaping will be included in the Town budget. 

June 1, 2015 

‐Commissioners Sunshine, Lane and Town staff member Lynanne Dellerman reported on their 

attendance to the annual Historic Preservation Conference in Flagstaff, AZ. 

‐The plan for the annual writing contest was discussed. Recommendations from Commissioner 

Lane included changing the scoring method, having two topics for the essays, and more input 

from district 4th grade teachers. 

‐Parks and Recreation Director Kristy Diaz‐Trahan reported that the footings are in place for the 

Steam Pump Ranch Pump House ghost structure. Structure work should be completed by the 

end of June.    



Minutes of Oro Valley Historic Preservation 
Commission Meetings:  

September 2014 – June 2015 





































































MINUTES  
ORO VALLEY HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION  

REGULAR SESSION  
May 4, 2015 

HOPI CONFERENCE ROOM 
11000 N. LA CANADA DRIVE  

   
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Chair Guyer called the meeting to order at 5:01 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL  
 
PRESENT:  Ellen Guyer, Chair  

Marilyn Lane, Vice Chair  
Dan Huff, Commissioner  
Dean Strandskov, Commissioner  
Jenni Sunshine, Commissioner  
Eric Thomae, Commissioner  
Connie Trail, Commissioner  

 
STAFF PRESENT:                 Kristy Diaz-Trahan, Parks & Recreation Director 
                                             Lynanne Dellerman, Recreation & Cultural Resources   
                                             Manager 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE  
 
Oro Valley Resident Bill Adler requested the agendas include the name of the 
person leading each item and parameters of what the discussion includes. 
 
1. REVIEW AND/OR APPROVAL OF THE APRIL 6, 2015 REGULAR SESSION 

MINUTES 

 
MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Trail and seconded by Commissioner 
Thomae to approve the April 6, 2015 minutes as written.  
   
MOTION carried, 7-0  
   
2. WELCOME NEW HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEMBER DAN 

HUFF - DISCUSSION 

 
Chair Guyer welcomed new commissioner, Dan Huff and discussed his background. 
 
3. HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION CODE REVIEW - DISCUSSION AND 

POSSIBLE ACTION 

 
The group divided the code into sections and the following commissioners reviewed 
each of their sections and discussed with the group: 
- Commissioner Trail reviewed Section 6-10-1: Purpose, Mission and Objectives 
- Chair Guyer reviewed Section 6-10-5: Historic Preservation Commission 
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- Commissioner Sunshine reviewed Section 6-10-6: Incentives and Section 6-10-7: 
Historic Landmark Designation Process 
- Commissioner Thomae reviewed Section 6-10-8: Historic District Designation 
- Commissioner Lane reviewed Section 6-10-9: Certificate of Appropriateness 
 
4. STEAM PUMP RANCH PROGRAMMING AND CIRCULATION UPDATE - 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

 
Ms. Diaz-Trahan explained the Town established an ADHOC committee to develop a 
plan for safe access and traffic circulation on the property, while staying true to the 
original components of the plan. Work started in September and concluded in March. 
She discussed the legend and reviewed each section of the property. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Vice Chair Lane and seconded by Commissioner 
Strandskov to approve the Steam Pump Ranch Full Build-Out Phase Turnaround at 
Pump Building Circulation Alternative Plan.  
   
MOTION carried, 7-0  
   
5. STEAM PUMP RANCH HISTORIC GARDEN ADDITIONAL PITHOUSES - 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

 
Chair Guyer asked the Commission to provide a recommendation on the preferred 
number of pit houses at Steam Pump Ranch. The commissioners discussed their 
preferences and concerns about the pit houses. Ms. Dellerman confirmed there would 
only be two pit houses on the property at one time, after one is burnt. 
 
MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Thomae and seconded by 
Commissioner Trail to approve pit houses on this property not to exceed three (3) at any 
given time.  
   
MOTION carried, 4-3 with Vice Chair Lane, Commissioner Strandskov, and 
Commissioner Sunshine opposed  
   
6. COMMISSION MEMBER PROJECT ASSIGNMENTS AND REPORTS - 

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

 
a. HISTORIC PRESERVATION OUTREACH EFFORTS 

 
1) WRITING CONTEST AWARDS 

 
Vice Chair Lane said Ms. Dellerman is posting the essays written about the Pusch 
Ranch at the ranch house. 
 
2) SPEAKERS BUREAU 

 
Commissioner Trail is working with Multimodal Planner Nancy Ellis on this item. 
They have endorsement letters and are exploring several grants. 
 
b. GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 
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Commissioner Thomae said he continues work on this item.  

Ms. Diaz-Trahan announced the Town received notice the Tohono O'odam grant is open 
again and staff is working on submittal ideas. 

c. HISTORIC PROPERTIES REPORT 

Commissioner Sunshine spoke to someone regarding Forest Lodge and there is a 
partnership opportunity to provide a presentation to elementary and high school 
students. It is a residence but tours from outside may be permitted. 

d. FUTURE ASSIGNMENTS

Commissioner Thomae will research the McAdams House and try to contact someone at 
that location. He will provide information at the next meeting. 

7. EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION MEMBERS - DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION 

Ms. Dellerman provided educational opportunities for the commissioners. 

8. DEPARTMENT REPORT 

Ms. Diaz-Trahan reported the capital improvement budget recommendation is $425,000 
new dollars for Steam Pump Ranch. The order of priority is stabilization, grading, 
landscaping and irrigation installation. Funds will also address the ingress and egress 
opportunities. Remaining funds will be for design work for the Procter Leiber house. 

9. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

June Meeting: 
 - Revise plan for writing contest  
 - Work Plan for upcoming year  
 - Annual Report  
 - Presentation by Oro Valley Historical Society regarding inventory  
 - Arizona Historic Preservation Conference Review  
 - Your Voice, Our Future presentation 

10. SCHEDULING NEXT HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION MEETING
TENTATIVELY FOR MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2015 TO BEGIN AT 5:00 P.M. -
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

No discussion. 

ADJOURNMENT  

MOTION: A motion was made by Commissioner Lane and seconded by Commissioner 
Trail adjourn the meeting at 7:09 p.m.  

MOTION carried, 7-0 
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Prepared by: 

Danielle Tanner 
Senior Office Specialist 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the minutes of 
the regular session of the Historic Preservation Commission of Oro Valley, Arizona held 
on the 4th day of May, 2015. I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held 
and that a quorum was present. 
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Commissioner Attendance Per Meeting 



Meeting Date Present Excused Absent
Ellen Guyer Ed Hannon
Dean Strandskov
Marilyn Lane
Connie Trail
Eric Thomae
Ellen Guyer
Dean Strandskov
Ed Hannon
Marilyn Lane
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Connie Trail
Ellen Guyer Eric Thomae
Dean Strandskov
Ed Hannon
Marilyn Lane
Connie Trail

Ellen Guyer Connie Trail
Dean Strandskov
Marilyn Lane
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Ellen Guyer Ed Hannon
Dean Strandskov
Marilyn Lane
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Connie Trail
Ellen Guyer
Marilyn Lane
Dean Strandskov
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Connie Trail

Ellen Guyer
Marilyn Lane
Dean Strandskov
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Connie Trail
Ellen Guyer
Marilyn Lane
Dean Strandskov
Jenni Sunshine
Eric Thomae
Connie Trail
Ellen Guyer
Marilyn Lane
Dan Huff
Dean Strandskov
Jenni Sunshine
Connie Trail
Eric Thomae
Ellen Guyer
Marilyn Lane
Dan Huff
Dean Strandskov
Jenni Sunshine
Connie Trail
Eric Thomae

5/4/2015

2/2/2015

3/2/2015

4/6/2015

6/1/2015

9/8/2014

10/13/2014

12/1/2014

11/3/2014

1/5/2015



Applications/Resumes of current  
Historic Preservation Commission members 
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