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Date: January 27, 2025 

To:  Town of Oro Valley – Parks and Recreation       

From: Jennifer Akins, Fire Marshal – Golder Ranch Fire District 

Subject: Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve Wildfire Risk Assessment 

 

On January 22, 2025, members of the Golder Ranch Fire District (GRFD), Town of Oro Valley, and Arizona 

Department of Forestry and Fire Management met at the Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve to conduct a 

wildfire risk assessment. The assessment covered three categories: fire prevention, fuel hazards, and 

wildfire emergency response.  Below are the assessment findings.  

Fire Prevention: 

The Golder Ranch Fire District enforces the International Fire Code (IFC).  The purpose of this code is to 

establish the minimum requirements consistent with nationally recognized practices for providing a 

reasonable level of life safety and property protection from the hazards of fire, explosion or dangerous 

conditions in new and existing buildings, structures and premises.  Additionally, it provides a reasonable 

level of safety to firefighters and emergency responders during emergency operations.  

GRFD does not enforce the removal of natural vegetation throughout the desert, washes, etc.  In 

relation to waste accumulation and vegetation, GRFD is permitted to enforce the following: 

• Removal of waste trash, construc:on debris and other natural materials, such as grass clippings 

and shrubbery cu;ngs 

o see Photo 4 for debris that shall be removed from the premises (2018 IFC Sec:on 304.1) 

• Removal of DISORDERLY accumula:on of wastepaper, wood, hay, straw, weeds, liAer, 

combus:ble or flammable waste or rubbish of any type  

GRFD utilizes the Wildfire Hazard Rating Form from Appendix C of the International Wildland Urban 

Interface Code which rates subdivision design points, vegetation, topography, roofing material, fire 

protection, building construction, and utilities.  This form was utilized during the Vistoso Trails Nature 

Preserve wildfire assessment.  Upon completion of the wildfire assessment, it was determined that the 

structures adjacent to the Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve are rated as low hazard, see Exhibit A for 

sample rating.  The factors that contributed to the low rating are: 

• Building construc:on: :le roofs with non-combus:ble stucco siding 

• Underground u:li:es 

• Access throughout subdivisions: twenty-foot-wide asphalt roads with cul-de-sac turnarounds 

o secondary roadway access throughout subdivision available 

• 1,000 GPM fire flow (water from hydrants) available  

• Topography: flat terrain 

• Fuel: low to medium fuel loads 

 

See Exhibit B for Firewise recommendations. 
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Fuel Hazards: 

Approximately six miles of the Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve was assessed during the site visit.  The 

following observations were noted by members of the Department of Forestry and Fire Management: 

• Flat terrain 

• Sonoran fuel, see Photo 3 

• Sparse/patchy desert scrub 

o Lack of con:nuous crowns throughout fuel, see Photo 2 

• Low to moderate fuel hazards 

o Pockets of moderate fuel hazards surrounded by non-combus:ble areas, see Photo 5 

Wildfire Emergency Response: 

The Golder Ranch Fire District incorporates a highly trained and experienced Wildland Team that is 

available and in service at all times.  The following observations were noted by members of the Golder 

Ranch Fire District Wildland Team: 

• Access available – vehicle and pedestrian 

• Parking and staging areas available 

• Firefighter access to nature preserve, see Photo 1 

• Water available: approximately 120 fire hydrants adjacent to the nature preserve, see Photo 6 

• Low to moderate fuels resul:ng in short lived fire  

Conclusion: 

Upon completion of the Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve Wildfire Risk Assessment, it was determined that 

the area is maintained with a reasonable level of life safety and property protection from the hazards of 

fire.  The existing low to medium fuel hazards, efforts made in fire prevention, and the availability of the 

Golder Ranch Fire District Wildland Team contribute to this determination. In the instance of a wildland 

fire emergency, the area is projected to result in a low to medium intensity fire that the Golder Ranch 

Fire District Wildland Team is capable of managing.    

  

Feel free to reach out if you have any questions or comments regarding this assessment.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

Jennifer Akins 

Fire Marshal 

Golder Ranch Fire District 

520-818-1017 
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Photo 1 – Firefighter and Fire Flow Access 

 

 
Photo 2 – Sparse/Patchy Desert Scrub 
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Photo 3 – Sonoran Fuel 

 

 
Photo 4 – Shrubbery Cuttings  
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Photo 5 – Moderate Fuels 

 

 
Photo 6 – Blue/Red Circles Indicate Fire Hydrant Locations Surrounding Vistoso Trails Nature Preserve 






